SERMON NOTES
May 5, 2013
Scripture: Genesis 17:1-27 (NAS)
Topic: “Our Sovereign Covenant God”
Rev. Bruce Gardner
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Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him,
"I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless.
"I will establish My covenant between Me and you, And I will multiply you exceedingly."
Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying,
"As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, And you will be the father of a multitude of
nations.
"No longer shall your name be called Abram, But your name shall be Abraham; For I have
made you the father of a multitude of nations.
"I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come forth
from you.
"I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you
throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your
descendants after you.
"I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God."
God said further to Abraham, "Now as for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your
descendants after you throughout their generations.
"This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants
after you: every male among you shall be circumcised.
"And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin, and it shall be the sign of the
covenant between Me and you.
"And every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised throughout your
generations, a servant who is born in the house or who is bought with money from any
foreigner, who is not of your descendants.
"A servant who is born in your house or who is bought with your money shall surely be
circumcised; thus shall My covenant be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.
"But an uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person
shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant."
Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but
Sarah shall be her name.
"I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall
be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."
Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, "Will a child be born to a
man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?"
And Abraham said to God, "Oh that Ishmael might live before You!"
But God said, "No, but Sarah your wife will bear you a son, and you shall call his name
Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his
descendants after him.
"As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make him fruitful and will
multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I will make him
a great nation.
"But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this season next
year."
When He finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham.
Then Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all the servants who were born in his house and
all who were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's household,
and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the very same day, as God had said to him.
Now Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin.
And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin.
In the very same day Abraham was circumcised, and Ishmael his son.
All the men of his household, who were born in the house or bought with money from a
foreigner, were circumcised with him.

I. THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD
A. How Could A Good God Allow This To Happen?
B. Does Denying God’s Sovereignty Prove God’s Goodness?
C. What Was The Greatest Tragedy In Human History?
D. Can We Understand God’s Sovereign Acts?

Acts 2:22-23

Isaiah 55:8, 9

E. Does Our Lack Of Comprehension Make It Less True?

Ephesians

1:11; Romans 8:28

II. GOD’S DEALING WITH ABRAHAM
A. God Says I Am God Almighty
B. God Tells Abram And Sarai Their New Names
C. God Tells Him He Will Have A Son And Ishmael Will Not Be
Heir To The Covenant
D. God Is In Control

Proverbs 21:1; Romans 9:19-21

III. ABRAHAM’S RESPONSE OF OBEDIENCE
A. He Accepted The New Names Given Them
B. He Performed The Circumcisions

Colossians 2:10-11

1. For himself at 99 years of age
2. For all the men of his household

