SERMON NOTES
July 14, 2013
Scripture: Genesis 20:1-18 (NAS)
Topic: “He Did It Again”
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Now Abraham journeyed from there toward the land of the Negev, and settled between
Kadesh and Shur; then he sojourned in Gerar.
Abraham said of Sarah his wife, "She is my sister." So Abimelech king of Gerar sent and
took Sarah.
But God came to Abimelech in a dream of the night, and said to him, "Behold, you are a
dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is married."
Now Abimelech had not come near her; and he said, "Lord, will You slay a nation, even
though blameless?
"Did he not himself say to me, 'She is my sister'? And she herself said, 'He is my brother.' In
the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done this."
Then God said to him in the dream, "Yes, I know that in the integrity of your heart you have
done this, and I also kept you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not let you touch her.
"Now therefore, restore the man's wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you
will live. But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are
yours."
So Abimelech arose early in the morning and called all his servants and told all these things
in their hearing; and the men were greatly frightened.
Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, "What have you done to us? And how
have I sinned against you, that you have brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin?
You have done to me things that ought not to be done."
And Abimelech said to Abraham, "What have you encountered, that you have done this
thing?"
Abraham said, "Because I thought, surely there is no fear of God in this place, and they will
kill me because of my wife.
"Besides, she actually is my sister, the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my
mother, and she became my wife;
and it came about, when God caused me to wander from my father's house, that I said to
her, 'This is the kindness which you will show to me: everywhere we go, say of me, "He is
my brother."'"
Abimelech then took sheep and oxen and male and female servants, and gave them to
Abraham, and restored his wife Sarah to him.
Abimelech said, "Behold, my land is before you; settle wherever you please."
To Sarah he said, "Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver; behold, it
is your vindication before all who are with you, and before all men you are cleared."
Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech and his wife and his maids, so that
they bore children.
For the LORD had closed fast all the wombs of the household of Abimelech because of
Sarah, Abraham's wife.

I. ABRAHAM’S EXAMPLE
A. Exemplary In Many Ways
1. A friend of God
2. A prophet of God
B. He Becomes An Example Of Besetting Sins
1. Genesis 12
2. Genesis 20
3. The account is historical

4. Sin may be propagated in later generations
II. THE BIBLE DEALS WITH REAL PEOPLE
A. Abraham’s Struggle Is An Example To Us I Corinthians 10:13
B. Are You Doing Battle With Sin?
C. Our Holy God Hates Sin

Romans 6:23

III. SIDE ISSUES
A. Why Would Abimelech Want A 90-Year-Old Woman?
B. Why Did God Appear To Abimelech Instead Of Abraham?
IV. WE ARE PRONE TO REOCCURING SIN
A. This May Be Different For Each Of Us
B. We Can Find Victory In These Areas
1. We must be alert
I Peter 5:8; I Corinthians 10:12
2. We must seek the Lord’s strength Nehemiah 8:10
C. Sins We Return To Are Based In Selfishness
1. They do no show a love for God
2. They do not show a love for others Ephesians 5:25
3. We must deny self
Luke 9:34
D. Our Sins Have Great Potential For Hurting Others
E. We Make Excuses For the Sin
1. The situation contributed to it
2. It was half true
3. We have always done it this way
CONCLUSION: 1. God Is Gracious
2. We Must Do Battle With Sin

