SERMON NOTES
August 11, 2013
Scripture: Genesis 23:1-20 (NAS)
Topic: “Dealing with Death”
Rev. Bruce Gardner
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Now Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life of
Sarah.
Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan; and Abraham went in to
mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.
Then Abraham rose from before his dead, and spoke to the sons of Heth, saying,
"I am a stranger and a sojourner among you; give me a burial site among you that I may
bury my dead out of my sight."
The sons of Heth answered Abraham, saying to him,
"Hear us, my lord, you are a mighty prince among us; bury your dead in the choicest of our
graves; none of us will refuse you his grave for burying your dead."
So Abraham rose and bowed to the people of the land, the sons of Heth.
And he spoke with them, saying, "If it is your wish for me to bury my dead out of my sight,
hear me, and approach Ephron the son of Zohar for me,
that he may give me the cave of Machpelah which he owns, which is at the end of his field;
for the full price let him give it to me in your presence for a burial site."
Now Ephron was sitting among the sons of Heth; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham
in the hearing of the sons of Heth; even of all who went in at the gate of his city, saying,
"No, my lord, hear me; I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it. In the
presence of the sons of my people I give it to you; bury your dead."
And Abraham bowed before the people of the land.
He spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, saying, "If you will only please
listen to me; I will give the price of the field, accept it from me that I may bury my dead
there."
Then Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him,
"My lord, listen to me; a piece of land worth four hundred shekels of silver, what is that
between me and you? So bury your dead."
Abraham listened to Ephron; and Abraham weighed out for Ephron the silver which he had
named in the hearing of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, commercial
standard.
So Ephron's field, which was in Machpelah, which faced Mamre, the field and cave which
was in it, and all the trees which were in the field, that were within all the confines of its
border, were deeded over
to Abraham for a possession in the presence of the sons of Heth, before all who went in at
the gate of his city.
After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field at Machpelah facing Mamre
(that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan.
So the field and the cave that is in it, were deeded over to Abraham for a burial site by the
sons of Heth.

I. DEATH, AN UNEASY SUBJECT
A. Do Not Want To Think About It
B. We Need To Think About It

Ecclesiastes 7:2

II. DIFFERING VIEWS OF HOW WE SHOULD APPROACH
DEATH
A. Celebration

B. Sorrow
C. Abraham’s Example
III. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BURIAL SITE
A. The Desire To Be Buried In Our Homeland
B. Abraham Pursued A Plot In The Land Of Canaan
1. Not as a gift
2. He paid full price
3. He had many witnesses
C. It Was A Testimony To His Faith In God’s Promise

Hebrews 11:9,

10, 16

IV. ABRAHAM DEALT WITH DEATH REALISTICALLY
A. He Mourned Her Death
B. He Knew The Pain Of The Loss Of A Life Partner
1. One hundred twenty seven years together
2. She was an exemplary wife Isaiah 51:1; I Peter 3:3-6
C. We Need To Sorrow With Those Who Sorrow

Romans 12:15

D. He Dealt With The Physical Issues Of Death
1. He rose from his mourning to acquire a grave site
2. He understood he was a sojourner here
3. He had the hope of a future home Hebrews 11:10; Psalm 39:12
V. YOUR STATUS
A. Past Ephesians 2:12
B. Present
C. Do Your Know The Victory Christ Has Gained

Psalm 116:15

